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over all his men. His court was visited by the
wealthiest Mohammedan merchants, from whom he
gathered information about the geographical and
political conditions in adjacent countries, while
Chinese scientists and Persian engineers served him in
their various ways, the latter by constructing his
artillery.

Djenghis Khan had rich rewards for those who
served him, but ruthlessly discarded or crushed those
who dared to stand in his way. He had the high priest
executed, and the Turkestan, Russian and Chinese
cities that resisted him consigned to the flames. He
made himself master of Tibet and wanted to embody in
his empire the whole world. According to legend
Djenghis Khan believed that the Mongol people were
the sons of the "blue firmament/5 and he was their
heaven-elected leader, whose task it was to unite his
people and take revenge on their enemies.

But Djenghis Khan was not content with wars and
conquests alone. He also organised his Empire
administratively and awakened in his people a national
consciousness which is a source of strength to them
to this day. Neither the Russians, nor the Chinese,
nor yet the currents that prevailed in the country
after the Russian protectorate, have succeeded in
rooting out the memory of Djenghis Khan. Under all
regimes, even when under a foreign yoke, the seal of
the Mongolian State has borne Djenghis Khan's
crest (the sun enclosed by the moon, with a fire-brand
above them). And in the capital of Mongolia, at
the Breven Chit monastery, they are still guarding a
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